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Jack Hinson never planned to become a deadly sniper. A prosperous and influential plantation

owner in the 1850s, Hinson was devoted to raising his growing family and working his land. Yet by

1865, Hinson had likely killed more than one hundred men and had single-handedly taken down an

armed Union transport in his one-man war against Grantâ€™s army and navy. By the end of the

Civil War, the Union had committed infantry and cavalry from nine regiments and a specially

equipped amphibious task force of marines to capture Hinson, who was by that time nearly sixty

years old. They never caught him. Since then, the story of Jack Hinson has evaded astute

historians, and until now, he has remained invisible in the history of sniper warfare.
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In his new book, Jack Hinson's One Man War: A Civil War Sniper, author Lt Col Tom C McKenney,

USMC retired, writes a new chapter on the subject of Civil War snipers and on a little known

Confederate sniper in particular. Snipers in the American Civil War included Berdan's famous US

Sharpshooters, Yankee "California Joe" Head and remarkable Confederate snipers such as Berry

Benson who took such notables as Gen. "Uncle John" Sedgwick from over 800 yards at

Spotsylvania Courthouse. The chapter of history with Jack Hinson's name on it has finally been told



by this new book."Old Jack" Hinson was a quiet plantation owner and tobacco farmer who tried to

stay neutral in the War. His situation spiraled rapidly out of control and the farmer, nearly sixty years

of age, was labeled a southern sympathizer and criminal by association. The book begins with

some 150 pages of foreshadowing that included much detailed information on the early war in West

Tennessee including the Battle of Ft Pillow and the humiliating surrender at Ft Donelson in which

Mr. Hinson had an unsung part in. This story continues throughout the Civil War and explains how,

after the death and humiliation of Hinson's family and destruction of his home, he waged a one man

guerilla war from the high bluffs of the Twin Rivers tributaries on the Army and Navy of General

Grant.McKenney relates in great detail how Hinson had a special purpose plainly finished .50

caliber (12.7mm) Kentucky jager rifle made to his own specifications. The rifle had an octagonal

41-inch barrel combined with a maple stock weighed in at a total of 18 pounds. Its weight meant it

needed to be braced on a limb or stump to achieve accurate long range fire out to and beyond 500

meters with iron sights.
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